883 Farmington Avenue 
1939 — Kensington Fire Department 


1971 — Hair salon 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 031 
1939 current owner: Joels 


1939-1971 was Kensington Fire Department. Now a hair salon 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 


1920 Current owners: Joseph & Linda Silvestro 
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HIST-6 NEW S/77 Site No.: 


STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION em Tite | 
59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 
(203) 566-3005 : 


DIsTRICT 1F_NR. SPECIFY 
ee EY el s (Jnr OD Actual O Potential 
1. BUILDING NAME (Common) (Historic) 
Joel's Kensington Fire Department 
TOWN CITY VILLAG TOUNTY 
3 Berlin Kensington Nartford 
= R NO NUMBER (and- or location) 
< : 
) 883 Farmington Avenue 9-1/76/77 
ma OWNERS) Joseph P. & 
- . * : . 
z Silvestro, Linda Diane ba id Kensington 06037 Cpubiic [x] Private 
S USE (Present Tihistorie) 
airdre Fire Station 
6, P 
ACCESSIBILITY EXTERIOR VBIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSIOLE FY ‘i TAIN 
To puBLic: | Lx) Yes Une Cxlves [Jno Business hours 
v OF BUILDING i>) OF CO RUCTION 
c. 1939 
5. TERIALIS) (jndicate use of location when appropriate) 
th: 
(J clapboard { JiAsteston Siding D3 Brick Ca 
CD) Wood Shingle D) aspholr Siding (Uieistasiene 
ze Boord & Batten O Stucco O Cobblestone 
Aluminum Concrete Cut stone 
Siding Type: ———————— O Type: — 
3. STRUCTURAL SYSTEM 
0 Wood frome OD Post and beom ie balloon . 
(x) Load beoring masonry DO Structural iron or steel 
0 Other (Specify) 
0. ROOF (Type) 
(_} coble Kk] Flor (“linenea  [olimonnes [aD ccwraest 
Other 
z O Gombrel O Shed O Hip ia Round (Specify) 
rE (Moterial) 
= Roll 
o oO Wood Shingle Asphalt & Tin O Slote ea Gable end to the street 
=} Other wr. : 
0 Aspholt shingle 0 Built up 0 Tile [KX] (Specity) not visible oO Ridge porollel to the street 
11_ NUMBER OF STORIES] APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS 
2 35" x: 50" 
ONDITION (Nir tural? Thaler) 
O Excellent (x) Good {1 Foir Oo Deteriorated 0 Excellent &) Good ia Foir Ey Deteriorated 
13 INTEGRITY (1. ationl WHEN”? TaAlterations] TF YES, EXPLAIN E 
iginol = : 
nee 2 X]yes [Jno] Garage bays altered 
REC D OUTBUILDINGS OR LAND P URES 
[3 Born O Shed O Garoge OD Other londscope features or buildings (Specify) 


he a coe 


1S. SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 


i Open land ieee D Residential oO Scattered buildings visible from site 
dus- 
BS Commercial wae ‘iB Rurol {x) High building density 


Th INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS 


In heart of Farmington Avenue commercial strip, an area with a 
number of contemporaneous brick buildings. 


snuent 


oe enee NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior) 
The Kensington Volunteer Fire Station has a three-bay facade. Brick 
walls are laid up in Flemish bond on the facade and on the side 
walls, in common bond with Flemish variation. The first floor has 
three garage bays; the center of these is now an entry and the two 
side bays contain large picture windows. Above the first floor is 
a rectangular stone plaque with carved letters reading "Kensington 
Fire Dept." The plaque is flanked by basket-weave brick panels. 
Second-floor windows are paired; windows on all elevations are fitted 
with 6-over-1 sash. Centered above the second floor windows is a 
stone panel with inset bricks in a diamond pattern. The stepped 
parapet of the roof has concrete coping. Many ground-floor windows 
on side elevations have been recently bricked up. 


DESCRIPTION (Continued) 


RCHT BUILDER 


19 HISTORICAL OR ARCHI CTURAL IMPOR 


The Kensington Volunteer Fire Station is significant not only as a 
longtime public building in Berlin, but as a good example of early 
20th-century vernacular brick architecture. Although the basic form 
of the building is plain, the decorative basket weave panels and 
stone plaque give the building a pleasing appearance. 


The Kensington Volunteer Firemen's Association purchased the property 
in 1939, and probably built the building shortly thereafter. In 
1971, it was sold to a private owner and now houses a hairdressing 
salon. 


SIGNIFICANCE 


Berlin Land Records 76:381 (1939) 
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©} COMPILED BY 


UBSFQUENT FIELO EVALUATIONS 


O BUILDING OR 


; None known Oj Highwoys O Vandalism O Developers DC other 
Oj Renewal O Private 0) Deterioration i) Zoning [_Jexpionation 


